
Amy Adams 
 

After Amy Adams graduated from college in 1980, her first interview was with the Tahoma 

School District. “I grew up in the Seattle area, but had no idea where Maple Valley was,” Adams 

recalls. “I got the job and never left. … It was really hard to get a teaching job at that time, so I 

intended to work in Tahoma until I got experience and then get a job closer in, but I ended up 

liking the district and stayed.” 

 

For every one of her years in Tahoma, Amy taught sixth grade: 20 of those years were at Cedar 

River Elementary, two years at Shadow Lake Elementary, 15 years at Cedar River Middle School 

and, for the past three years, at Maple View Middle School. For 22 years, she taught all subjects 

in elementary school; then, for 18 years, she taught Language Arts and Social Studies. Of those 

40 years, 34 were in the same classroom! Other duties she has performed included serving as 

the Tahoma Education Association’s chief negotiator for 17 years, and participating in multiple 

hiring committees to select principals at the buildings where she taught. Many of her greatest 

memories are of working with wonderful co-workers and incredible students. 

Shadow Lake Principal Scott Mitchell said he began working with Amy in 2000, when she was 

his mentor during his first year of teaching. “She has always been a great listening colleague, 

but more importantly a wonderful friend, who I have had the pleasure of working with for the 

past 20 years in several different capacities including a parent when my oldest daughter had 

her for a teacher last year.  Amy brings a thoughtful voice to everything she does and more 

importantly goes above and beyond to make learning come to life for kids.” 

Amy said a few meaningful accomplishments include being chosen to be a Fulbright-Hays 

scholar, and traveling for more than six weeks to Washington, D.C., throughout Mexico and 

Canada with a group of 16 teachers. They climbed pyramids and observed a healing ceremony 

in Oaxaca, visited major Canadian cities on the East Coast, watched the changing of the guard 

at Parliament, flew to Iqualuit on Baffin Island and attended social events with ambassadors and 

dignitaries. In addition, she was selected by the Gilder Lehrman Foundation to spend a week at 

Gettysburg studying Lincoln and walking the battlefields. She used all of these experiences in 

her teaching. Another key to inspiring her students were the incredible guests that she brought 

to her classroom, from singers and songwriters to airline pilots, news reporters and 

professional athletes. 

Although the Tahoma School District, its staff and fashions have changed considerably since 

1980 -- she recalls wearing four-inch platform heels to her interview -- Amy has remained a 

constant source of inspiration for students and very much “herself.” Last spring, she was in  a 

restaurant in Yakima when a student from her very first class recognized her. The two had not 

seen one another in 39 years, and the student was celebrating her 50th birthday. “I asked her 

how she knew it was me,” Amy said. “She said she took one look at my eyes and knew 

immediately.” 

Retirement will offer an opportunity to spend time going out to eat, attending concerts, 

reading, doing art projects, cooking and baking, spending time with family, volunteering and, 

when it is safe, traveling. 

While we wish we could keep you for another 40 years, Amy, we understand your desire to 

relax, enjoy new experiences and travel beyond the walls of your classroom. We wish you many 

new adventures and lots of fun, new learning of your own in retirement! 


